creatures that make summer “~_
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If you've even ridden in the absolute sizzling heat, you know just how annoying flies
can be. But what about your pony? Have you ever thought about how annoying flies are
to him? Ponies can't just go inside to escape flies, or apply repellant to themselves.. or
even use their hands to swat flies away. If you think flies annoy you - it's one hundred
times warse for your horse! Luckily, they do have some natural defences - their tails
and forelocks. That's why it's important to leave them as long as possible in the summer
months. The horse’s forelock helps to keep flies out of the eyes - and flies love to gather
around moist areas. The horse’s tail is his flyswat. Horses who have flies annoying
them will often stand their legs and swish their tails in a effort to discourage flies.
Cutting your horse’s tail off too short will mean that his flyswat doesn’t reach as far,
and it'll be less effective.

Flies are attracted to many things - manure, moist areas, cuts and wounds.. and they're
not just annoying - they spread disease and can cause skin conditions on your horse.
They can infect wounds, lay eggs on your horse’s coat, and some even bite! Ouch!

You can help to keep your pony fly free by making sure his eyes are clean, applying fly
repellant, giving him a flyveil, or sheet, and by keeping your paddocks and stable clean. No flies on Shifty!

Another part of horse life is dust, dirt and mud.
Flies love all things dirty and may also annoy your
horse if he is particularly sweaty, dirty or dusty.
Keeping your horse clean during the summer
months will also help his natural fly resistance.

A quick hose off after a ride will help to remove the
dried sweat and dead skin from your horse’s coat.

Around your tack room, you could also hang fly
strips. They're a great chmical free way to fight the
flies! Often bright yellow in colour, these sticky strips
can be hung and attached almost anywhere. The
flies are attracted to them, and will land on them,

'*- unaware that they stick to the surface! Ha! Revenge!
! 4 Bug zappers are another chamical free option - they
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run on electricity and are effective, although they
can be quite loud and irritating, particularly in
stables. Aternatively, if you're quick enough with the
good old flyswat, you can kill flies, and give yourself

PR - ; 4R % . aworkout.. =)
BN ¥ = .ﬂ» f-t “*" HORSEPOWER MAGAZINE - WWW.HORSEPOWERNET.AU



