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Characteristics  of  the  breed

American Saddlebreds were the result of mixing bloodlines from pacing horses
in the 17th century with the bloodlines of Thoroughbreds and Morgan Horses.
The early pacers which the Saddlebred originated from are the Canadian Pacer
and the Narragansett Pacer. Both of these breeds are now extinct, although

they resemble their decendants, which include the Standardbred,
the Tenessee Walking Horse, as well as the Saddlebred, all
of which show gorgeous movements and special gaits.
Saddlebreds have since been refined and bred to keep the
gaits and action of their ancestors, and breeders have endeavoured
to retain the characteristics and standard of the breed.
Saddlebreds originated in Kentucky, with the first shows
being held in 1817. These elegant horses were used all over
the southern states of America as a comfortable hack for
centuries, and have since been exported around the globe as
their popularity as both a pleasure and show horse increases!

American Saddlebreds are stunning horses,
particularly in the show ring. They
usually stand around 16hh, and are
now bred in a variety of colours,
including palomino and pinto as well
as the more traditional colours of bay and chestnut. Saddlebreds
should have a long arched neck, high tail carriage, sloping pasterns,
high withers, large expressive eyes, a deep shoulder and should be
long, athletic and elegant. They are very intelligent horses who can be
shown both under saddle and in harness. Saddlebreds are also recognised
by their gaits, which are walk, trot and canter, as well as the “rack”
and “slow-gait”.

Saddlebred  Gaits
The rack and slow gait are both very smooth paces at different speeds.
Racking has similar footfalls to the pace - where two legs on the same
side move at the same time - however the Saddlebred gaits are four
beat gaits, so the footfalls are left hind, left fore, right hind, right fore.
The rider can virtually remain in the same place, as the gaits are very
different to the trot! Saddlebreds are either shown as ‘3 gaited’ or ‘5

gaited’. Three gaited Saddlebreds walk, trot and canter. They are shown
with a hogged mane and trimmed tail, while five gaiters (who walk, trot,
rack, slow gait and canter) and shown with full luxurious manes and tails!
Saddlebreds require training to perform these gaits, and can be shod with
large, heavy shoes to accentuate the motions. Particular Saddlebred bloodlines
are more likely to have a natural flair for the extra gaits than others, and
so training aids are used to ask the horse to retain the high arched neck and
head, and other features of the breed.

About Twinkle...
Shown here as our Saddlebred example, Twinkle is a five year old purebred
American Saddlebred. She is registered with the American Saddlebred Association
of Australia as ‘Conyonleight Morning Star’. She is sired by ‘Canyonleigh Cloud
Chaser’ and her dam’s name is ‘Canyonleigh Greater Glory.’ Twinkle is very
playful - she loves anything to do with people (loves sniffing shoes,
crushing plastic cups, cans and drink bottles, pulling rugs off the fence and

scaring other horses!) Her nickname is ‘Fidget’! She has a chronic rolling problem (especially
straight after a ride - she has to be dirty). Twinkle also loves to jump yet can be really lazy.
She has a really short attention span, but she’s great fun, and a very pretty mare.


