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o winning ribbons and having fun this show season!

IMPORTANT THINGS YOUR PONY NEEDS...
 Plenty of fresh, cool water Plenty of fresh, cool water Plenty of fresh, cool water Plenty of fresh, cool water Plenty of fresh, cool water...............

In a bucket he can’t tip over. A show day is always a long day.

 A feed and hay made up for him A feed and hay made up for him A feed and hay made up for him A feed and hay made up for him A feed and hay made up for him
Feed him over the lunch break, and let him pick at his hay bag

when he’s resting at the float. Remember not to feed him until
he has cooled off after your classes. Wait until his respiration

rate has returned to normal, and when he is cool and no
longer sweating.

 W W W W Weatherproof geareatherproof geareatherproof geareatherproof geareatherproof gear...............
If it’s hot, remember to bring his flyveil for when he’s

standing at the float between classes. Fly repellant is also
useful. If it’s cold, bring a warm rug for your pony, and if it’s

wet - a waterproof one.

 Cuddles and T Cuddles and T Cuddles and T Cuddles and T Cuddles and Treats!reats!reats!reats!reats!
(Baby Bright told us to put this one in.) Your horse should always be
rewarded for a job well done - after all, he is the one who carries you
through your class. Without him, you wouldn’t even be showing  at all!

TAKING CARE OF YOUR
PONY ON SHOW DAY!
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wellbeing of your equine should be concern number one.wellbeing of your equine should be concern number one.wellbeing of your equine should be concern number one.wellbeing of your equine should be concern number one.wellbeing of your equine should be concern number one.
Here are some top tips on keeping your pony happyHere are some top tips on keeping your pony happyHere are some top tips on keeping your pony happyHere are some top tips on keeping your pony happyHere are some top tips on keeping your pony happy

and healthy on show day!and healthy on show day!and healthy on show day!and healthy on show day!and healthy on show day!

a short canter. That’s all that is required. If you’re warming upfor a jumping round, do the above, and pop over no more thanfive practice jumps.

Now, if something goes wrong, and your pony shies, refuses, oryou fall off - don’t automatically blame the pony! Never, everhit your pony for something that’s not his fault. Don’t pull on hismouth if he doesn’t do what you want him to do - maybe you’renot asking him the right way! Above all, never, ever hit yourpony unless he can connect the punishment to the crime, anddon’t over do it. In most cases, you shouldn’t have to hit yourpony at all - growling is a good deterrant for mischief!
If you think something is wrong with your pony at any stageduring the show day, dismount and check him over. When youarrive home, take care of your pony first. Groom him, rug him,feed him, and put him back with his friends. Give him a cuddlefor a job well done, and a carrot. Always put his wellbeing beforethe chance at that blue ribbon, and make the show as much funfor him as it is for you.. that way, he’ll love going to shows, andhe’ll love performing his best for you, so he can help you winthat blue ribbon! =)

We all love our ponies.. so let’s make
sure they have a good day, too!

Throughout the show day, your pony will need attention fromyou to keep him happy. Showing is a fun experience, but it needsto be that way for both of you. Following these rules and tipswill help you to treat your pony nicely, as well as bring homeribbons!

Before your classes, make sure your pony is groomed well. Anydirt or mud left under his tack can cause sores called ‘galls’.Remember to pick out his feet and remove any stones fromunderneath his hooves.

During the show day, be sure not to overwork your pony. Tworounds of jumping for a pony who is ridden once a week is morethan enough. Don’t work your pony into a sweaty, lathery mess.If he is tired, rest him. If he is sweaty, hot and bothered, coolhim off by walking him thoroughly, and give him a hose off if itis warm. It is unreasonable to expect your horse or pony tocompete in everything, so don’t over do it. Don’t sit around onyour pony all day either - he needs a rest too! While you’rehaving lunch, give your pony a rest, too!

When you’re warming up, don’t do too much. If you’re warmingup for a dressage test, walk for 15 minutes, trot for 3, and have


