
Harness Racing
Harness racing involves a Standardbred, pulling a lightweight sulky, or gig (in which the jockey sits) around a race track.  Standardbreds

are either trotters or pacers.  Whilst trotting is a natural gait for all horses, many Standardbreds are trained to pace.  Pacing

is not naturally performed by horses.  It is a unique gait similar to the trot, however instead of the diagonal pairs of front

and hind legs moving in unison, both the front and hind legs on the same side will move in unison (ie right

front and hind legs will move forward and back together).  Pacing is also

slightly faster than trotting.  Harness races involve

handicaps, l ike with Thoroughbred racing,

however instead of weight penalties, horses of a

higher class start further back.

Origins
Standardbreds are the fastest known harness racing horses in the world.

They originated in the United States of America in the mid nineteenth

century after a long process of selective breeding.  Many breeds had

an influence on today’s Standardbred.  These include Thoroughbreds,

Canadian Trotters, Hackney’s, Narangansett Trotters, Barbs,

Arabians, and Morgan’s.  They were named “Standardbreds” due

to the requirement at the time, that each horse had to be able to

pace or trot a mile in under 2.5 minutes before being let into the

stud book.

Characteristics
Standardbreds range in conformation because they are
bred for speed, rather than beauty.  They tend to be very

muscular, with shorter legs and longer backs than

Thoroughbreds.  They range in height from 14hh to 16hh, and
can be black, brown, bay, or chestnut.  The most common

colour being bay.  They have fairly quiet and calm natures, being

easy to handle and docile.  They can also very be competitive and energetic.
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Other Uses
Standardbreds are bred specifically for harness racing purposes.  Until recent times,

a Standardbred was considered only useful for this purpose and once their racing career

was over, their future was fairly uncertain.  However nowadays they are gaining popularity

as being brilliant riding horses with some re-education.  Due to the Standardbreds quiet

nature they can make perfect mounts for beginners or the inexperienced rider, once retrained.

They make great pleasure or pony club mounts.  Increasingly, they are also becoming popular

for showing and competitive equestrian pursuits, with many doing quite well as showjumpers

and dressage horses.  However they still have a long way to go until they are fully accepted as

being equal to a Thoroughbred in terms of ability and looks.  They also have the added advantage

of being lower maintenance than a Thoroughbred.  Standardbreds tend to be very hardy and do

not require huge amounts of work or feed, therefore are a great option for the weekend rider.
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